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SOUTH TURRAMURRA
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(S.T.E.P.)

YVoiiue Langsoav, President.
: 2o Cnisnolm Stregt, _
NewWSLeTTe]d ™ --- UCTuger 1980. Turraiiureca, . <cu/4. Giy=-1o4l,

Paii morse, Secretary, 44y-3875.

A.a.m. KEPURT. The 18986 year was one of achievement.for S.T.E.P. A full re-
pgort of the year's activities 4ds. contained in the President's %cport attached.
The following office pearers for 19¢0-7 were elected:-

Presicent: Yvoiane Langsnaw 26 Chisholi Street, 449-1541.

TURRARURRA.  2074.
Vice President: Johin durke 116 Browns road, 487-3050.
: WAHRUONGA. 2079,
riinute Secretary:  Sue Jones = 4y Howson Avenue, 449-4716.
iy TURRAMURRA. 2074,
Correspondence Paiii viorse 10 Ouff Street, 449~3875
Secretary: TURRAGURRA. 2074,
Treasurer: tseoff Suygate 43 cowen Mvenue, 449-4029

TURKARUKRA. 2U74.

Coiii ttee: - fdelen Petersen, Alait Catford, Jenny Siwons, sernard Power,
' riargaret sootn, Glenn Johnson, Elizapetn Dokulil.

un the financial siGe S.T.E.P. ended tne year with a satisfactory bank
palance brought about by sound financial manayement. It will pe essential to
maintain our funds bearing ia wind incrzases 1n routine expenses and the
statutory expenses deriving frowm waintaining tne status of incorporation.

Following the ousiness meeting, relen Petersen spoke about ner award-winaing
push regeneration projects in Ku-ring-yai and siowed a superb set of slides.
~Helen outlined now bush regeneration started 1n the unicipality as awdrzness
dawned of the varidus threats to the pusn including weed infestation. i
Support hias increased markedly since the early pioneering days of the bradley
sisters wno devised minimal disturbance weeding. wany people. are now employed
ang large sums of money being spent oy councils such as Lane Love, h111ougnby
and aarr1ngah : et

Weeds proleerate due to urbanisation processes causing nutrient build-up ang
concentrations of water by run-off. dative plants are not acaptec to niyn
nutrient levels. Uuinping of- garden refuse exacerbated the.problesi.

Fraser Park was the first C.E.P. job to pe funaed in Ku=ring-gai in 1564,
helen trained five young pszople, over a year, wn0 thus made a valuaple con-
tribution, working as a small teaw togetner,. geaining confidence ana skills.
‘The slides of rraser Park. siow "pefore and after” illustrating tne transfor-
~wation ana:general healing of areas. delen's other projects include an area
in vavidson Park, tast Killara containing soie rare eucalypts, viona ikeserva
Billyard Aveaue, Wahroonga, and an area next to the Bush School, Burns Road,
“where a swall group of volunteers will work alongside Council workers.

BROWNS FIELD C.E.P. PdUJtCT - This oroject will finish in four wee's time.
Extensive areas of weeds have now been removed allowing for regeneration to
take place. Several hundred trees and shrubs have been planted, all pro-
pagated from material from the site with thne nelp of the Council Hursery and
S.G.A.P. Lempers.
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SPRInG I THE BUSH. It nas oeen an excelient year for flowers in our bushland
areas. Ine heatns were in dloom for the S.T.E.P. Spring walk in the iHowson
Uval/uitchell Crescent areea and on the recent walk for the St. Andrew's
ieignbouricod Prograii; in addition to many Boronias and Baueras, a rare
species of Uarwinia biflora was signted. This has been reported to Ku-ring-
gai wunicipal Council &nd in turn to the Mational Parks and Wildlife Service
wilich naintains a register of rare and endangered piant species.

WIRES. (WILDLIFE TiwrORWATIOW Allu RESCUE SERVICE.) We had occasion to put
this service to the test recently. Ouring the St. Andrew's walk a iagpie
dropped its dinner, a baby nestling, on the track. WIRES advised trying to
return the nestling to its parents wiic would be frantically searching for the
pavy. This was tried by wiring an ice cream container containing the baby
to a tree in the vicinity and cbserving frowm & distance. This proved unsuc-
cessful perhaps pecause the bird nad been droppad some way frowm its nest.
rurther advice was given on feeding and releasing the pird when its species
is determined. The bird is doing well and growing apace on a diet of fresh
insects and moistened dry dog food. Phone 1o, for WIRES is $77-5380 for
friendly and expert advice.

wAPS,  Our project to produce a walking track sap of our bushiand areas is
proceeding stowly. iiargaret Booth would welcome nelp with walking the known
tracks and plotting theis on the draft wap. Phone 449-3746 i€ you can help.

BUSIH REGEMERATION PROUGRAW. UJur voluntary group meets on the fourth Sunday
of the month and spends a couple of hours removing weeds froi the bush,
comending at 2.00 p.i. Cur proposed prograi is as follows:

Hovetliber
February
farch

End Rothwell Road near riontrose Street, Turramurra.

April
nay
June

Creek, Cooper Crescent, Wahroonga.

B et et s

Contact Yvonne Langshaw 445-1541 for further details.

BOTANY OF THE 1iGTUR CAR. (Extract from tne Science Show by Dr. Nigel Hace,
nead of the Uepartment of Biogeoyranhy and Geomorphology at the Australian
National University, who specialises in trying to discover the many ways that
plants are distributed.

In industrialised countries 1ike Australia, the motor car dominates the
Tives of the citizens from the cradle to the grave. iwany of us make our first
journey in life in a car--from waternity hospital to home. Cars occupy a most
important place in our sexual display, in our courtship and in our mating
activities. Every day ten peopie are kilied and more than 250 injured on
Australian roads by motor vehicles. And howsver we die, many of us make our
last journey in & hears2. bBirth, mating, mortality and death--for most of us,
the motor car occupies some place in all of them.

If the motor car plays an important part in our indivicdual lives, it has
a far more obvious effect on our community life. The very layout of wmodern
cities suci as Canberra has been largely determined by the motor car. The
dour impact of motor traffic on cities, the noise and air gollution, and the
gigantic costs of nighway construction are only some of the Tess desirable
social effects against wiaich to weigh the flexibility, the comfortable mobility
and the convenience of easy personal transport in which to visit places far
beyond easy reach on Toot or horseback.

So much for our own species~-but how about the effects of the motor car
on other species with whou we share the land? The corpses of kangaroos,
possuims, cats and rabbits peside the highways show that at Teast some larger
animals do not mix with motor traffic wuch better than the young of our o
specias. As for smaller creatures: wiho nas not had to wash the spattered re-
wains of insects off the windscreen or headlights, or brush them out of the



radiator grille afier a long drive across country? These are all destructive
effects of direct conflicts in which the motor car nmust, in total, have some
effect on the wortality of various animals. But if animals suffer in conflict
with motor vehicles, plants often get the better of cars. How many cars die
in collision with roadside trees? And how many planis are dispersed by having
their seeds carried around by cars? The answer to this Tast question is of
considerable interest to ayronomists, quarantine authorities and to faruers
who are trying to control the spread of weeds. it is also of interest to those
who try to understand the evolution and spread of plants; especially since
motor cars have bacome $0 zbundant and ubiquitous dur1ﬁg the Tast Tifty years.
To get an idee just how important plant dispersal by the wotor vehicle may be
in our society, reflect for a wmonent--how many motor venicles are thers on
Australian roads today? (viore tnan 7,000,000.)

If you want to see how many and what kinds of plants the wotor car invol-
untarily carries around, it is best to go to & car-washing establishuant.
Every carwash nas a settling tank where all the coarse gr1t sinks and can be
trappau, and where most of the oil can be skimwed off. This skungy sediment
is the key to the botany of the motor car. The washed sandy remnants were
inixed with sterile potting wixture and set out in germination trays in a glass=
house. 12,565 seedlings were counted during the course of 27 nonths sawpling.

Gresses were by far the wost abundent plants; ncarly 38,000 (40%) grass
seedlings belonging to some 50 species. The total number of species was
probably 300 or more. About half the seec11ngs ara coiimon weedy co]on1s1hb
specics. Almost all of them are species wnich have been introcucec into
Australia since the baginnings of European settlement nearly 200 years ago,
and they are wmostly natives of north-west Europe, the rlediterranzan, or tem-
perate dorth America.

ror those plants which can cope with the often rather innospitabie con-
ditions beside roads, species in Southeastern Australia such &as wireweed,
clusterclover, suocTover ribvort and fleabane, and for nuierous weedy grasses,
it is hardly surprising that they are so widespreac anc abundant. The motor
car not only dominates our personal lives and rearranges our cities. It way
also be rather important in rearranging.some of the plant world as well.

anewed for the 1385-7 financial year, please

WEMBERSHIP. If you haven't yet ren
Feks P needs your support to be an effective
sc

do so as soon as possivle. 5.
force on the locail conservation

S.T.E.P. viEBERSHIP RENEWAL 1988-7.

NANE : Family embership $3.
ADDRESS: Single tembershin $5.

Concession $3.

PHORE:

T0: The Treasurer,
Geoff Sugyate,

43 Bowen Avenue,
TURRAHURRA. .S .

445-4029.
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