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Th: past year has besn very rswarding for S.T.E.P. We have
bsen particularly successful through our repressntation on
Ku--ring-gai Council's Bushland Managsment Working Party, which
was formsd just cvsr ons year age. Council agreed to allocate
#60,000 this financial ysar for the making ¢f an sducational film
on Ku-ring-gai's bushland, producticn of a pamphlet to be sent to
all residents in the Municipality sxplaining the do's and don'ts
when- 1iving near bushiand, and for the prsparation of a survsy
which will provids for th: first tim: a complete rscord of bush-
land arsas uvnder C.uncil'’s contrel, together with information on
their composition and gensral stats of repair. S.T.E.P. le=d the
way with our Plan of Management for the uppsr Lans Covs Valley,
and is confidsnt that th: Working Party will formulats c=nlightsn-
=d menag:zmsnt policies for adoption by Council.

MEETINGS. Blsven msstings have besn held over the past ysar.
Bight wers comuittcs mesctings and thres wsre gensral meetings.

4s in past years the gsnsral meetings proved to bs very popular.
in Juns lsading aviculturist Gracme Phipps from lMacleay Muscum
at Sydnesy University, talked avout the rols of the aviculturist
in efforts to prsvent the extinction of sndangersd bird spscies
such as the Lord Howe Island Woodhen. In Cctober Alan Catford
and I spoks on practical bushfire safety and bush rsgensration
msthods. Th: S.T.8.P. msthod of hazard reduction by s:zlcctive
hand clsaring was also cxplainsd. Th: hand clsaring work carrisd
out by S.T.E.P. ovsr ths past two ysars has bsen declarsd satis-
factory by Council and by the Board c¢f Firs Commissioners.

In Fsbruary, Marjoric Sullivan, a salvage Archasologist from thes
N-tional Parks and Wildlifc Ssrvice showesd slides and gave a most
enlightening talk about aboriginal relics.

BUSHWAIK. A vsry successful bush walk was held on 16th August,
1981. Approximatzly 200 pzopls took part and walked over ths
S.T.8,P. track. The weathsr was psrfsct and the many flowering
native plants providzd us with a delightful display. Cur thanks
go t. the 1st Kissing Point Ventursrs who actsd as guides and
helpsd S.T.H.P. members with the largs crowd.

S.T.%,P. STAIL. Ths ycarly S.T.E.F. stall held on 24th April was
moss rewarding in ssveral ways. New members wers rscruited, and
Plans of Managzmsnt, Wildlife posters, T-shirts and native plants
sold well. We wer:e particularly plsaszd to sell indigenous trees
to merk the Unitsd Nations Year of the Tree which began on World
Bnvironmsnt Day, 5th Juns.

NEWSLETTERS. Four newslztters have b.cn distributed to members
over ths past twelve months. This snablss =veryons to keep in
touch with S.1.B.P. affairs, and is particularly hslpful tc thoss
who cannot atisnd regular m-ctings.

MAP CF WALKING TRACKS IN S,T.®.P. AR#A. Th: S.T.&.P. Committse
has startsd work on a map showing walking tracks in our bushland.
It will also show public rights of way, and it is hoped that it
will encourags many more peopls to walk through the bush without
the fear of bscoming lost, or of encroaching on private propsrty.
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GLASS RECYCLING. Because ¢f the interest shown by many S.T.E.P.
members in the recycling of glass, several approaches were made
by S.T.E.P. t5 Council and A.C.I. .he jointly conduct a collec-
tion service. We are plsased to report that South Turramurra has
now been included in the collection area.

PLANS CP MANAGEMENT. Plans of Managsment continued to sell well
and are now getting scarce. A4bcut 700 copiss have now besen sold.

VCLUNTEER BUSH REGENSRATICN THAM. Yvonne Langshaw has supervised
a hard working group on many weeding excursicns throughout the
past yzar. The crsck at th: end of Cove Strest has been regenera-
ted and is looking supsrb. Bush regeneration has also been car-
ried out behind the housss in Ashburton Avenue. Cur gratsful
thanks t5 all those who take part in this valuable work.

DEATH CF_JCAN BRADLEY. B sh regsnerators throughout Sydn:sy were
saddeneda at the recent death of the originator of the Bradley
M:thod of Bush Rogensration. As one who was trainsd by Joan over
‘a two "year period, I was desply shocked at her sudden death. She
will be remsmbsred fondly by all of those who worked with her and
her valuable contribution to urbsn bushland will not be forgotten. »
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MEMBERSHIP. S,T.B:;P. has thie year attracted a record number of
170 membars, This surely proves that conservation is alive and
well in the S.T7.8.P. arco, and that the outgzoing committee has
‘been successful in mceting the n:zeds of 8.T.E.P. members over the
‘past year. ;

Cn a personal nots, as & founder member of S.T.E.P. and
President fcr the past thrse yzars, I must confess that my life
has bzen considerably enriched by the existence of S.T.E.P. It
scems a long tims since a small group of local rssidents joined
together in an effort to protect their bushland. As S.T.E.P.
members, we should be pleassd indzed with our achisvemsnts, and
be preparsd to werk hard for further gains in the coming year.

HHELEN PHETERSEN,
President.




