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THE BACKGROUND

Sydney's urban bushland is dwindling. Inroads.are

being continually made on it by an expanding metropolis.
Those who live on the bush's fringe often do so by choice.
Certainly £he land value might be lower, trénsport prove
a problem, and local shops be few, but some people are
prepared to put up with such inconveniences in order to
enjoy a bush outlook or easy access to bush. South
Turrémurra is such an area, a quiet backwash in busy
Sydney.

The suburb is situated on a ridge, that extends like a
finger down from the Pacific Qighway at Turramurra.
Kissing Point Road runs along the spine, and roads branch
off at right angles all the wayldown. The only major
intersecting road is the Comenarra Parkway, which bisects
Kissing Point Road just below Turramurra Public School.
Beléw this junction most of the streets which go off
Kissing Point Roaé run into.the bush, so apart f;om the
residents' cars there is little movement in the area
eicept at weekends when sporting persons descend like

locusts to use the two ovals and netball complex.

Everyone who settles below the Comenarra junction remarks
on the friendliness of the area. There is good reason
for this. The tiny peninsula contains not only a

kindergarten and primary school, but also the high

school. Four churches, a small group of shops and
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serQice station are there too, all within easy walking
distance of most, So with the community's basic needs

at hand, at a distance from the hustle and bustle of
Turramurra, and separated by bush from adjoining suburbs

it 1is not>hard to see why there has developed a quietly
friendly, united bunch of people. One is continually
meeting one'é neighbours at church, the school, the shops,
in the bush or on the ovals. The children all know each
other, and as two car families were less prevalent in the
1970's than today in 1984, mothers either formed friendships

with neighbours or led an isolated existence.

In 1978 a predominance of young middle-income families
lived in Soufh Turramurra, with a sprinkling of retired
pensioners and high income earners. Building blocks were
on the whole, iargér than average, and houses ranged from
the two-bedroomed fibfo to the larger four-bedroomed

brick Veneez. There were few building biocks left by
then, and most thought that the remaining bush not zoned
for future road development, belonged to the upper reaches
of the Lane Cove Valley Park. Hence it was with shocked
surprise that the residents below the Comenarra intersection
greeted the news, that twelve acres of their bush was to
be bulldozed to make way for a netball complex. There
were already courts nearby on the Comenarra,‘so no one

could immediately see why a completely new set were needed.
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The saga began on the 4th March 1978‘when Greg.Bloomfield
of Canoon Road told John Booth of Kingsford Avenue that

he had heard that Ku-ring-gai Council had drawn up'plans
for a netball cbmplex, to be situated on some bushland at
the end of Canoon Road. On the 6th March, Margaret,
John's wife rang the Council to enguire about the project,
and was given a few detailé. The same day Greg went to
the Council to see what he could discover, but met with no
co-operation. John then rang Dr. Tom Atcheson, president
of the Kissing Point Progress Association. He asked him
to call a public meeting so that South Turramurra residents
could meet to discuss the project. Dr. Atcheson told John
he knew of the project, but did not believe work was going
to start onvit for a'while. He refused to call a meeting
because John was not a member of the Association. When
John told Greg this, Greg promptly joined the Progress
Association and requested a meeting be called. This was

Consequently
duly done, the date set being Wednesday 29th March.

The Progress Association said they would organise the letter
box drop and most residents received notification of the
meeting on Tuesday 28th March. The notice stated that a
meeting was to be held on the 29th March, re a "proposed"

development at the end of Canoon Road. (S.T.E.P. file on

confrontation.) The timing was disastrous. First it
was Easter and many were away, secondly there was a mail

strike at the time, so few were checking their letterboxes,
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and thiraly, many, inéluding residents living at the
affected end of Canoon Road, never received a notice

at all. It resulted in a meeting attended by few
residents, a large number of netball players, and
children. At the meeting's end an open vote was taken
and many children in attendance were permitted to vote.
Consequently at this 'public meeting' it was resolved
that work should commence on the Canoon Road Netball

Complex.

ALL ABOUT THE SITE

This site on which the Ku-ring-gai Council proposed
building a netball complex; was on a ridge that protruded
into the upper reaches of the Lane Cove River Valley.
rRidges are easy to develop, so jt is not surprising that
there are few ridges left untouched within urban Sydney.
Vegetation on Sydney's ridgetops is different to that found
in the valleys. What was so unique about the Canoon Road
ridge was that as well as being virgin, weed-free vegetation,
i£ was easily accessible to anyone who wished to observe,
or just enjoy the flora and fauna found there. Unusually
for Sydney, many living in South Turramurra were aware

of this and gained much enjoyment there from passive
recreational pursuits.

While walking in the bush they had observed the increased

run-off caused by urban development. This had led to
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erosion, siltation of the river and weed invasion. No
where was it more obvious than at Brown's water hole,

a once much used place by the locals to cool off on

steaming summer's day. Now‘it was a muddy, shallow,

polluted privet infested spot. Another important point
about the ridge was that vegation found there included
much honey-producing flora, e.g. Banksia erica folia.
Local ornithologists knew that this area was used by the
Tasmanian Silver-eye on its ﬁigratory route south from
Queensland as well as supporting numbers of other honey-
eaters. Added interest to bird watchers was, that it

was a known habitat of the rare bird of prey, the Peregrine
Falcon, one of the world's most threatened species.
Intrusion into its habitat would certainly prevent it

from using the locality in the future, and could aid its
decline. iIn December 1976 a disastrous fire had swept
across the ridge. By 1978 it was obvious the bush was
regenerating well. The news that this was to be bulldozed
hit the residents like a bombshell, and contrary to their
belief, found the ridge belonged to Ku-ring-gai Municipal

Council.

The land in question - designated as being situated by
(the as yet unmade) Riverview Avenue of approximately
6,187 square metres, was granted to the Cumberland County

Cduncil under a Deed of Trust in 1926. In the late
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1950's it was transferreé to the Ku-ring-gai Council and
zoned 10A, that is for not necessarily active recreation.
Later, under the State Planning Authority Act of 1963, the
New South Wales Planning and Environment Commission of

12th August 1977 directed that the land already described

be "for use only as a public park, public reserve, oOr public
recreation area for passive recreational purposes ..... and
that no "building or structure” be erected "without prior

consent of the Commission". (Government Gazette No. 89

of 12th August, 1977)..

In march 1973 the Ku-r ing-gai Council had sent a copy of
Plan A260 to the State Plannihg Ruthority for comment.

Plan A260 proposed constructing "16 netbéll courts on the
higher land near Riverview Avenue" and a playing field to
the west bf them; all being on the norfhern side of Canoon
Road. This plan had been resolved by Council on the 7th
December 1972, and subsequently advertised and exhibited.
Tﬁe State Planning Authority replied by referring to thg
terms of the original Deed of Trust which required Council
to consult with it re any building proposal. The Authority
added "ébuncil may make its own determination with regard
to the establishment of playing fields and netball courts”.
Then concluded with, "It is considered that the playing
field as outlined in the plan of the proposal, are not

appropriate due to the existing characteristics of slope
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and rock out crops. The area represents a very»good
example of typical Hawkesbury sandstone vegetation
containing a clear zonation of plant associations having
considerable potential and value for passive recreation
purposes.} Consequently the Authority does not favour

the construction of playing fields as proposed".

(Photocopy of Authority's comment in S.T.E.P. file on

the dispute). Because of the above comment on Plan A260,

Council decided to limit the extent of the development.

There the matter rested for a while until in 1977 the
Ad Hoc Committee was formed. This committee was made up
of Aldermen Richard Lennon, The Mayor, Yolanda Lee, Deputy-

Mayor, Brian Taylor and Alan Wilkie. Lennon and Lee were

the elected representatives of the Comenarra Ward included
in which was Sbuth Turrémurra. On the 5th December, at

the weekly‘Coﬁncil meeting, the Ad Hoc Committee recommended
that "Council adopt Plan AA260/77/2 providing for 25 Netball
Courts, parking for 266 cars and possible site for a building’
The cost be covered by 5191,000 taken from Council funds,
plus $88,800 taken from "Council's Tennis Court Reserve".

The latter amount was allowable for "nine courts at the

south/eastern corner of the site" were to be given all
weather surfacing so that they could "be used by netball

in winter and tennis in summer". (Ku-ring-gai Council

Minutes, 5.12,77 p.l0). With little debate, the

recommendation was unanimously passed,
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The decision was reported on the 6th December in the
Hornsby Advocafe Courier on the bottom inside corner,

of the second to back page. This is a small papef and
often treated as a throwaway. The same newspaper on

the 28th December had a second gquite prominent article

on its back page. At that date many were away and it
again went unnoticed. In neither article was a starting

date mentioned,

THE BATTLE

Suddenly without warning on the 4th April 1978 at 11 a.m.
bulldozing began, Three houswives who lived near, incensed
by the senseless destruction, stood before the dozers and
refused to budge, A heated exchange followed, and
eventually the workmen packed up and left the site, though
not before an area had been damaged. Quickly the three
women called up friends and held a small meeting on the site
at mid-day that day. Then and there, those first few,

resolved to fight the issue,.

Alderman Richard Lennon was contacted and he agreed to

meet with the residents on site at 5 p.m. That evening
approximately sixty angry residents greeted Alderman Lennon
when he arriQed. He denied that the residents had not had

an adequate hearing, but agreed to a stay of work until the
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next Council meeting on ﬂonday 10th April 1978. Lennon
suggested South Turramurra call another public heeting and
defined the area to be letterboxed as below the Kissing
Poinf - Comenarra intersection. Overall, Lennon appeared
adamant that the work would continue. On site with
Alderman Lennon, was the Council's Public Relations Officer.

He stated that it was up to the residents to take an interest

" in local affairs. The netball proposal had come up at a

meeting open to the public, and if the residents were
unable to attend, the agenda was available for all to see
at the local libraries. Greg Bloomfield brushed these
remarks aside saying that “Coﬁncil had made no attempt to
tell nearby residents about the plan" and that "Council
was elected to do things that fit in with the community".

(North Shore Times, 19.4.77.P.,1). Another resident

remar ked that.there seemed no point in Council spending
approximately $300,000to build more netball courts when
there were already twenty-six nearby. It just was
senseless destruétion of buéhiand and a waste of rate

payers money. (1bid., p.l)

On Thursday 6th April a few South Turramurra residents

met with Aldermen Lennon and Lee. Throughout the meeting,
both Aldermen remained impervious to any consideration for

a possible alternative site. Lennon did reluctantly say,

that if after a second public meeting, 50% of the residents
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opposed the project, he would ask Council to call a

halt.

South TurramG}ra was letterboxed about a further public
meeting that week, on Saturday 8th April,. Even at such‘
short notice, most residehts made a point of being there.
Aldermen Lennon and Lee also attended. At the meeting
speakers drew Aldermen Lennon and Lee's attention to the
fact that no environmental impact study had been done
despite Council's own ruling on this, It had been
discoveredvthat prompted by a booklet from the State
Pollution Control Commission, and a report from the Town

Planner, Resolution No. 1362 had been passed on 7.4.75.

- {(Council minutes. 7.4.,75, P.15). The resolution stated

that the Council "regquire specifically an Environmental

Impact Statement" for: - |

secesve projects thch have unigue hatural ... features
on either public or private lands ...

cssene projects which it may deem to have an adverse
effect on the environment ...

ceevee Council require an environmental report from an
independent registered consultant ...

ceesee not give any consideration to any development
likely to have an impact on the environment which
is not accompanied by an Environmental Impact

Statement ... (Ibid. p.1l5)
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By 300 votes to 85, or a 77% majority the meeting
condemned Council's proposal and asked that it be
abandoned immediately. Establishment at this gathéring
was the system of Proxy Voting, This brought community
members on é par with company shareholders, whose right
to vote by proxy was established in the Companies Act

in 1961, (Community Unity, April, 1978, P. 3). It

enabled residents to vote on all matters connected with
the community, without personally having to attend the
meeting. Strict control on the B8th March of both proxy
and personal votes by use of the Council Roll satisfied

scrutineers from all sides that no one voted twice.

A report of the meeting was sent to the Town Clerk, but
neither he nor the Aldermen, saw fit to mention this at
the Council meeting on Monday 10th April, Two petitions
were tabled before Council that night, One from the
Netball Association and one from the residents of South
Turramﬁrra. There was nd debate and in about two minutes

Council decided to continue the project.

Tuesday 11lth April dawned, and small dozers moved in.
They were met by about sixty angry women. Alderman

Lennon came down to the site and said, "I hate destroying
the bush, but 1,232 people have petitioned for the courts,

with only 261 against". (Telegraoh, 12.4.78. P.3.).
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Hat ' :
He did not mention ,the 1,232 signatures were from

netball players and few residents of South Turraﬁurra.
The 261 figure did not seem toc tally with any South
Turramurra knew about, but as it was impossible to
verify, they had to swallow the facts being splashed
over the local papers. It made South Turramurra appear

rather selfish;

At 5.15 a.m. on the 12th April, Canoon Road was woken up
by the noise of a big bulldozer being brought in.

Suppor ters rushed to the site and again stood before

the dozer. Eventually the driver went home in the
afternoon without using the maéhine. On site talks were
once more held between Aldermen Lennon and Lee, Heated
words were exchanged. Alderman Lennon stated he felt .
the area was'socié—economically"depriveé and harboured
the highest rate of vandaliém in the municipality. It
was true,that South Turramurra on an average,had a lower
per capita income compared to the rest of Ku-ring-gai,
but there was no evidence to suggest that it was deprived.
A former Anglican minister of the parish had earlier said
to his successor, that he had found those who suffered
serious economic problems in South Turramurra seemed to
sell upand leave. There was immediate response to the
accusation about the area ha;bouring vandals. Probably
some did live in South Turramurra, but many came from

els~where. It was a known fact that many young drivers
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used the Comenarra as a speedway, and often zipped
into South Turramurra to ‘burn' around, before buzzing
out again. On the way through the quiet streetg,they

often stopped to do a little damage,

Aldermen Lennon also remarked that the needs of 2,000
women players had to be considered. "I feel", he said,
"that this small number of residents is being slightly
selfish, and not thinking about the whole community”.

(Telegraph, 12.4.78. P.3.) At the same time anyone

who might help was being contacted. These included
Mr. Maddison, the ward's State member, the Minister for

Local Government, and Bob Dunne and Vic Fitzgerald,

officials of the Federated Engine Driver and Fire Fiaghters'

Union. (F.E.D. & F.A.) The F.E.D. & F.A. was the
bulldozer drivers union. Negotiations commenced with
them to 'black ban' the project. Alderman Lennon left
the site after agreeing to hold another meeting next day
in his office, between the nine councillors, and three
representatives from both South Turramurra and the Netball

Association. Bob Dunne was given leave to attend as

an observer,

That night at 8 p.m. in a resident's home in South

Turramurra, the South Turramurra Environment Protection
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or S.T.E.P., was founded. The meeting agreed, that there
would be no compromise made by S.T.E.P. with thé Council
at the conference.on the'following day. The bush was

to be preserved at all costs, if there must be netball

courts, they must be sited elsewhere.

At the meeting in Lennon's office the councillors
interrogated the three S.T.E.P. representatives mercilessly.
After one and a half hours Bob Dunne left to report to his
executive on the issue. As he departed, he said, he’
believed a moratorium on the project should be called, to
enable residents' wishes to be heard. It was only then,
that Lennon in his role as Ma;or recommended a two week
cooling off period between the parties. Did he fear union
trouble then, or was he just being wise? Alderman Lennon
also suggested the fortnight be spent investigating
possible alternative sites within the minicipality, but
added.that’considération to any alternative would not be

given until "surrounding residents gave a nod of approval”.

(Hornsby Times, 19.4.78. P.2.) S.T.E.P. felt it was

a pity that this courtesy had not been extended to them.

The Councillors voted upon the recommendation - it was passé%
five votes to four. Judith Goadby the Netball Association
president saidlnetball officials would be happy to help
protesting residents look for an alternative site. All

the Association wanted was to obtain twenty-five new courts.

kAdvocate Courier. 19;4.78 P.5.)
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Following the Mayor's proposal, Mr. Taylor the Town
Clerk, wrote to S.T.E.P. saying no more work would be

undertaken by Council until after a further meeting to

be held on 27th April, 1978. He added that any alternative

sites proposed by S.T.E.P. must meet with the Council
Engineer's approval regarding "cost feasibility and other

desirable aspects”. (Letter from Town Clerk, to S.T.E.P.

14.4.78). With a two week reprieve S.T.E.P. set out

to seek all possible substitute sites.

THE PROTAGONISTS

I. THE COUNCIL

1n 1978 there were tan Aldermen on the Council. Alderman

Lennon was the Mayor and an Ortho Lifnt by profession.

Today he professes little sporting interest apart from

golf. (Interview Lennon, 12.7.84). In 1977 he felt

the women of Kur-ring-gai were badly disadvantaged and

neglected,concerning sporting facilities. He was more

than happy to sit on the committee for investigation into
a new netball complex. ~ The majority of existing courts

were situated on the Comenarra,which was a dangerous road

to cross and park along. In 1978 he said he felt South

Turramurra was evenly divided on the issue and that only

a hard core were "dead against it". (1bid.,) He added

that he had never struck a confrontation before and it

"saddened" him. (1bid.,) As a person he appears to
prefer to steer the middle course, so he probably found

it most uncomfortable to find he had stirred up a hornets'

‘"nest,




L

"

g
3
.:
.

16.

Alderman Lee was deputy-Mayor in 1978 and is an accountant
by profession, Strangely enough, bushwalking is her only
sport. (Interview. Lee, 1.7.84). She stood fér Council,
because she believed she had something to contribute.

Every year she sat in on Council's Soorts' Conference.

At each meeting there were the annual squabbles between

sporting groups over the yearly allocation of sporting fields
"Blind Freddy could have seen there was nothing for girls".
(Ibid. } When Netball asked'for a complex "Soccer said
take it from Rugby, and Rugby said take it from Soccer".
ilgig.). After many requests the Netball Association was
finally given by Co;ncil twelve courts on a Soccer field

at Mimosa Road and fourteen on the Comenarra Parkway.
"Because Soccer felt", Alderman Lee said, "that Mimosa
belonged to them, there was an annual afgument from the
Soccer Association about"whether the Netball Association
really needed it". With that in mind Alderman Lee decided
to "champion the girls", and at the same time give the

South Turramurra children "tennis courts where they could

play and be off the streets". (Ibid).

Inspiring as that sentiment is there was another less
obvious reason. Alderman Lee's husband was the auditor

.n
for the Rur-ring-gai Soccer Association then. The Associatic
was busy negotiating at the time, with the Council, to build

a large licensed Soccer complex on the old quarry site at
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West Pymble. Soccer knew, that if it secured the

quarry site, it would need back up fields to support its

main complex, 6 when there were large competition days.

These facts began to emerge after Greg Bloomfield had
called at the Land and Environment Commission asking for
information about alternative available sites. On telling
his story he was told by the gentleman there "First find
out who wants Mimosa, that's always the reason".(Interview,
Greg Bloomfield, 1.7.84). It did not take long to
discover the vested interest Alderman Lee had in the whole

affair,

Alderman Lee reiterated several times that only seven acres
were to be bitumined. That was true, but five.additional
acres were to be left between courts which Council planned
to beautify. S.T.E.P. pointed out to ﬁer that these
strips would not remain bushland for long, they would
eventually be trampled to death. When S.T.E.P. presented
to Council a properly prepared Impact Statement, Alderman
Lee was one of the Aldermen who Odonuu¥ﬂy refused to
accept it. Throughout the whole affair both Lennon and
Lee consistently supported the Netball Association. They
obviously believed that was where the votes lay. This was
to prove a fallacy, for Alderman Lee lost her seat in the
next Council election and Lennon retained his with a

lessened majority.
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Throughout the bitter battle only one Alderman, Eric Hahn
appeared concerned for the residents. On the 22nd May, 1978

he directed a question through the Mayor to the Town Clerk

regarding Council's policy on whether an Environmental

Impact Statement was required. The Town Clerk replied
that fhe Canoon Road Complex did not need such a statement,
and referred to Council Resolutions of 1973 and 1974.to
support this. However he had overlooked the Resolution
passed on 7. 4.75 (mentioned earlier), and which had been
previously pointed out to Aldermen Lennon and Lee at the
Public meeting oﬁ the 8th April. The Council consistently
refused to acknowledge the existence of this Resolution,
until two officers from the State Planning Pollution
Commission (S.P.C.C.) drew Council's attention to it on

the 24th May, 1978.

Another Alderman was Michael Kartzoff. A forester by
profession, he was noted for his knowledge and liove of

the Australian bush. When Council decided an Environmental
Imvact Statement was called for, Kartzoff and R. G. Burrows,
NDirector of Parks for the Ku-ring-gai Council, together
viewed Canoon Road and submitted a Statement to Council

on 26th Aoril, 1978. It was terse and brief, and stated
"no animal or bird life was observed ... the flora of the
area would not encourage any fauna to establish itself ...

the establishment of courts and carparks would have no
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affect on the remaining flora, either of the ridge top
or the Lane Cove River Escarpment, provided drainage is
so laid out as to disperse the run-off from paved areas".

(Environmental Report. 26. 4.78).

On 14th April 1978 Alderman Kartzoff was sent an initial
brief Environmental Impact Report prepared by Dr. Adamson

of Macquarie University. Adamson believed that erosion
and siltation would occur because of large run-off from
cleared areas. Rartzoff disagreed, and disputed Dr. Adamson'
claim that weeds would colonize the permanently disturbed
edges of the playing areas, and penetrate deeper into the
bush, that here was any aesthetic value to the Canoon Road
ridge, and few people lived close enough to be affected

by noise pollution. The Alderman returned the report

with written comments scrawled upon it. At the end he
wrote, "A new environment has been created, an ecosystem
dominated by man. This environment demands to be complete
to survive, Streets, halls, churches AND (Kartzoff's
capitals) playfields to cater for the young of the native

environment to make it complete. (Impact Report, 14. 4.78)

He is also remembered for saying that "Canoon Road bushland
was a depauperated burnt out parody”. (Interview, Helen

Petersen. 30. 6.84). ¥Fine words from a forester.
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to and fro between the areas, in the games' intervals.

The Association wanted all the courts on one site, so

fewer referees would be needed, then this impossible

situation would be solved.  The courts too were grassed,
and dangerous to play.on when wet. Netball being a winter
sport, the courts were often not dry enough for play at
starting time. Finally the Association wanted a club-
house, and adequate, unhazardous, easily accessible parking.
The sport certainly involved many girls. About 2,000
women ' ’ . between the ages of nine and

. ployed ecch Saturday, ) . ]
fifty, so it was only fair that Council should consider
their needs. It was not until Alderman Lee - a woman -
listened to their requests, and decided that the women of
Ku-ring-gai had gone without for too long, that Council
began to listen., After putting up with so much for so
long, the Association was extremely pleased to learn that
a new complex was going to be ready for use in 1979.
Cost to be $300,000 approximately. They were stunned
therefore to find in April 1978, that what they deemed a

certainty, might well slip through their fingers because

of a few conservationists.

Charlotte Posker was on the Netball executive in 1978
and said when interviewed, "I can't see why the residents
objected to the complex. The Canoon Road site was Jjust

a scraggly area that had been devastated by fire several

i
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